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A MESSAGE FROM BISHOP CRAIG

SEPTEMBER 2021

Brothers and sisters in Christ of the Western North Dakota Synod, grace, and peace to you from God our
Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus, who is the Christ. Amen.
It seems like several lifetimes ago since we gathered together at the beginning of summer in Minot, North
Dakota or online thru Zoom for this year’s Synod Assembly. We gathered around this text from the Gospel
of St. Matthew in the 22nd chapter where we hear, “When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had been silenced
by the Sadducees, they gathered together and one of them, a lawyer, asked Jesus a question to test him.
‘Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?’ He said to them, ‘You shall love the Lord your
God with all of your heart, with all of your soul and with all of your mind. This is the greatest and first commandment. The second is like it, you shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments
hang all the law and the prophets.” (Matthew 22:37-39)
In Minot, at the Synod Assembly, that text was the centering text for our time together as we conducted the
business of our Synod, as we gathered together in Bible study, as we joined in worship and prayer. Matthew’s teaching to us and Jesus’ words to us to, “love your neighbor as yourself” reflected across the entire
scope of our time together.
My guess is that you’ve gathered in other ways over these summer months; family reunions, school reunions, class reunions, gathering together with friends in ways that you weren’t able to do last summer because of the pandemic. Other ways that we’ve gathered with one another in the past have yet to return. We
long for those things to return, to be like they used to be.
Several lay leaders in the church and a couple of our Rostered Ministers have recently said to me, “You
know what, I’m tired of taking care of my neighbor; when is someone going to take care of me?” To which
I’ve often responded, “Aren’t you grateful that you have a neighbor who has paid attention and is taking
care of you in and through this time?”
As we continue to travel through this time that is unlike any other in human history, some of us believe that
coronavirus and the pandemic are already in the rear-view mirror. For others the pandemic is still very present and real.
May Jesus’ teaching guide us as we enter into fall; as we come back together for events like Rally Sunday
and God’s Work Our Hands Sunday; as church school and confirmation ministries happen; as worship returns to some reflection of what is was before; and even in those times when nothing really returns to what
it was before, continue to be kind to one another, to serve alongside one another, to take care of each other.
As fall programming begins and fall activities take place, know that you are held in prayer, that your synod
staff is available to walk with you in whatever way we can be supportive and helpful, and that, together as
church, as church made up of the Western North Dakota Synod, 160 or so congregations, part of this crazy
little church called the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, we do this together. We love the Lord our
God with all of our heart, with all of our soul, with all of our mind and we love our neighbor as ourselves.
God bless you and may God’s grace and peace be with you always.
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A Message
from
FLC Stewa
rdship Com
mittee
This Is Who We Are Together:
We are the Western North Dakota Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, which covers
almost two-thirds of the state of North Dakota.
Our church is designed to function together. 1 Corinthians 12:12 “The body is a unit, though it is made
up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So, it is with Christ.” If one
got all the gifts, we would not need each other. The love of God multiplies as we serve God and people
throughout the world with all our gifts.
When a congregation shares a portion of their offerings received with the synod, it is called Mission Support. Thank you for the gifts you share that allow us to guide and serve pastoral leaders and candidates,
to provide support to our congregations, and to provide you a connection to the greater church.
There are one hundred sixty-four congregations, four outdoor ministry sites in our synod and a vibrant
Lutheran Campus Ministry on the campus of Minot State University. The synod has three endowment
funds: The Ministry Endowment Fund distributes grants and scholarships for future leaders, The
Mission Endowment Fund distributes grants for new and growing ministries, The Accompaniment Fund distributes grants which aid the synod’s budget with resources to raise future leaders of our
church.
Stay in touch with us! We publish a weekly e-newsletter with current happenings and information, sign
up at wndsynod.org. Join us at the annual synod assembly which happens each spring.
Your synod staff:
Bishop Craig Schweitzer
Lesley Gorby, Associate with The Bishop for Administration
Sherie Heine, Dir. of Evangelical Mission and Associate with the Bishop for Congregational Life
(Minot)
Deacon Beth Anderson, Associate with the Bishop for Leadership and Faith Formation
Faith Simonieg, Associate with the Bishop for Stewardship, Generosity, and Ministerial Transition
(Dickinson)
Matthew Nygard, Financial Specialist
Murray Sagsveen, Synod Attorney
Our office is located at 1000 Tacoma Ave., Suite 300, in Bismarck. Phone: 701-222-5312
www.wndsynod.org
SOURCE: Faith Simonieg-Associate to the Bishop for Stewardship, Generosity and Ministerial
Transition, Western North Dakota Synod

QUICK, EASY, AND SAFE OFFERING OPTION
Are you aware of electronic giving or online giving? If you are interested in secure, safe ways to
give to the church please contact our treasurer, Stephanie Oakland, at
stephanie.oakland@outlook.com or the church office at 228-2228. OR you can be routed directly to
the mobile version of our online-giving page by scanning this image. Or log-on to our website, bottineauflc.org and click on the DONATE button.
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First Lutheran Church
Monthly Council Minutes
Tuesday, July 13, 2021
Meeting was called to order by President Mike A. at 7:03pm.
Members present: Mike Aasen, Nancy Stute, Swain Benson, Jenna Nelson, Sheila Bertsch,
Joe Kjelshus, Brian Knudson, Laura Kersten
Members Absent: Janell Shannon, Janell Monson, Katy Drader
Others Present: Stephanie Oakland via phone, Tammy Hahn, Pastor Carol Wendel
Acceptance of agenda/additions:
*Clothing Center clean out
*Joe K. made a motion to approve the agenda with an addition. Swain B. seconded it. Motion
carried.
Treasurer’s Report:
*Stephanie O. reported the June balances of all funds
-Total income for June was $10,584.43, Total expenses $19,387.16
*Earned income described to Council as income from people paying to use the facility such as
the basement for a bridal shower
*There was a check donated to FLC as a memorial and it was discussed by Council to give it to
the Women of First Lutheran Group. Motion made by Brian K., seconded by Sheila B. Motion
carried.
*Nancy S. made a motion to approve the June Treasurer’s report, seconded by Joe K. Motion
carried.
Secretary’s Report:
*Swain B. made a motion to approve the June Council minutes, Laura K. seconded. Motion carried.
Devotions by Pastor Carol: Psalm 23
Committee reports:
Endowment: No Report
Parish Ed:
*Rally Sunday set up for September 12
* Sunday School will run 24 Sundays with the school calendar from September 19 th to
May 1
Continued
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*Confirmation Banquet set for October 27 with Confirmation Sunday on October 31
*Pastor Cole is meeting with Faith B. and Shawna A. to discuss Confirmation in August
*Job ad for the Youth Director discussed and sent back to Parish Ed for completion
*Anonymous donation $100,000 is on board for using his/her $100,000 donation towards a Youth leader salary-will be further discussed at August meeting
Worship: No report
Vinje: No requests to report
Property: Team is working on cleaning rooms out in the church
-Plan is to donate old round tables to BHS Prom Committee
-Boy Scouts and Men’s Group have their items to go through
-Things left over will be put out on the curb during Crazy Days for give away
-AC: There is a need for more efficient and quieter AC in the Conference room, especially for families during weddings and funerals. There are plans to install an AC Unit
in the Conference Room in the next year; there is an AC unit in storage; Brian K. will be
requesting Endowment Funds for the installation expense. Property will also be look
ing into an AC plan for the narthex
-Brian K. has relayed information to Willie to assist in fixing the front door bottom
latch and Willie will be making a front door prop for use during funerals
-Floor glue from flooring project post-fire was returned to St. Michael’s for a refund,
over 20 (5 gallon) pails returned (around $2000 worth)
-Fob system is being looked into because there is currently 3 sets of keys for 4 doors
Mutual Ministry: No report
Evangelism: No report
Vision: No report
Old Business:
*Sonja Mickelson from Lutheran Social Services-MN (conjoined with ND because ND lost
their chapter) came to talk to the group about the services offered and shared that the group.
Part of their grant specifications are for the group to have a ‘host site” and that is what they
are requesting from FLC. FLC has been the host in the past and there is an agreement that
needs to be signed
-Sheila B motioned to approve FLC be the host pending the legal advice from a retired
lawyer that Council has access to, Nancy S. seconded. Motion carried.
Continued
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Page 3 - July 2021 Council Minutes

*Covid Protocols-seemed to be working well
*Council still has 1 vacancy, being advertised in the bulletin and newsletter
*Community Healing Service -Warren Emmer and the Ministerial group are planning an event
on August 18th from 5:30pm-7pm at BHS. There will be a meal and they are planning for 500-700
people. They will meet again in August for more information. Brian K. and Katy D. will be the
representatives from First Lutheran. They are asking for 10 volunteers from FLC.
*Nothing new from the Synod
New Business:
*Worship services reviewed
*Fall Worship Schedule
-Worship will be at 9am, Sunday School will run from 10am-11am
-Brian K. moved, Swain B. seconded. Motion carried.
-Wednesday Worship or Wednesday Sunday School may be explored in the future
*Clothing Center
-The Clothing Center will be having a Closet Clean-Out giveaway with free-will offerings
accepted during Crazy Days in the FLC parking lot. A book club and other volunteers will
be assisting Susan and Tami in the clothing center
Pastor Carol Time: Nothing at this time
A motion was made by Jenna N. to adjourn the meeting
Meeting adjourned at 9:26pm
Next meeting is August 10th, 2021 at 7pm
Minutes submitted respectfully by FLC Council Secretary, Nancy Stute
First Lutheran Church
Monthly Council Minutes
Tuesday, August 10, 2021
Meeting was called to order by President Mike A. at 7:01pm.
Members present: Mike Aasen, Nancy Stute, Swain Benson, Jenna Nelson, Sheila Bertsch, Brian
Knudson, Janell Shannon, Janell Monson, Katy Drader
Members Absent: Joe Kjelshus, Laura Kersten
Others Present: Stephanie Oakland, Tammy Hahn, Pastor Carol Wendel
Acceptance of agenda/additions:
*Boy Scouts Leader, Christian Corley
*Nancy S. made a motion to approve the agenda with an addition. Brian K. seconded it. Motion
carried.
Continued
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Treasurer’s Report:
*Stephanie O. reported the July balances of all funds
-Total income for July was $17,716.16, Total expenses $12,616.01, with a Net income of
$5,100.15
*Swain B. made a motion to approve the July Treasurer’s report, seconded by Sheila B. Motion
carried.
Secretary’s Report:
*Janell S. made a motion to approve the July Council minutes, Jenna N. seconded. Motion carried.
Devotions by Pastor Carol: Ephesians
Committee reports:
Endowment: No Report
Parish Ed:
*A motion was made by Laura K. to hold a congregational meeting and vote for the
purpose of hiring a youth leader. Sheila B. seconded. Motion carried.
*Rally Sunday set up for September 12, Fire-Up providing food,
Congregational voting day
*Bless the Backpacks and giving out bibles (September 19 th), also first day of Sunday
School
*Parent Meeting 9/1, Confirmation families will sign up for worship services to volunteer
for
*Service hours instead of sermon notes (12 hours vs 12 notes)
*Confirmation dates are tentatively: banquet 11/6, Confirmation 11/7, Pastor Cole is helping with faith statements
*Confirmation of the upcoming freshman is suggested for February
*Metigoshe in Motion (MIM) offered to provide 11 events instead of 10 that were provided
last year
*Food Sundays for Fire-Up kids are 9/12, 10/10, 12/12
*Acolyte training will be offered during Sunday School for 4 th-6th graders if we can find a
pastor or volunteer to provide the training and important history of acolytes
*Needing more teachers, we have 2 for Pre-k/K, no teachers for 1 st-3rd grade, 1 teacher for
4th-6thgrade, 4 subs available
*Need a volunteer to set up 2 rotations, up to Thanksgiving-going to check with some
people
Continued
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Page 3 - August 2021 Council Minutes
Worship: Fellowship help needed
*The committee will start meeting again
*Needing ushers, readers, greeters, and acolytes
Vinje: No requests to report
Property: Team is working on cleaning rooms out in the church
*Outside shed needs to be cleaned out, along with electronic items
*Special thank you out to Joan Mortensen for her efforts on cleaning
*The committee will meet again before the next council meeting
Mutual Ministry: No report
Evangelism: No report
Vision: No report
Old Business:
*Covid Protocols-No current changes
*Council still has 1 vacancy, being advertised in the bulletin and newsletter
*Community Healing Service -Still set for 8/18, might be moved outside to Tommy Turtle
Park or Main Street, food has been cancelled, looking for speaker system, FLC has 6 out of
10 volunteers signed up already
*Nothing new from the Synod
New Business:
*Background music through the sound system and attendance at services were discussed
Pastor Carol Time: Nothing at this time
Motion to adjourn: Katy D. motioned, Janell M. seconded. Motion carried.
Meeting adjourned at 8:56 pm.
Next meeting is September 14th, 2021 at 7pm.
Minutes submitted respectfully by FLC Council Secretary, Nancy Stute

Never give up because
great things take time.
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CLOTHING CENTER
SCHEDULE
Tuesdays & Thursdays
10am - 3pm

SCHEDULE

Please call the office
regarding donations.
Thank you.

Worship
9:00 a.m.
Coffee Fellowship
to Follow

FLC CHURCH
OFFICE HOURS

Sunday School
10:00 a.m.

Office: Monday-Friday
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
12:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.

QUILTING

Vice-Pastor: Wednesday
2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

NO SUNDAY
SCHOOL
October 24th

All Are Welcome!
Mondays
1pm - 3pm

Service Group Chairpersons
Deb Nelson
Donna Moldenhauer

If you would like to
serve for any areas or
assist with a Sunday
service, please call the
church office
at 228-2228.

Sunday Morning Worship Broadcasts
8:30 a.m. - Radio - Sunny 101.9 FM
LIVE - Facebook - www.facebook.com/FirstLutheranChurchBottineau
10:00 a.m. - Television - Local Cable Channels 19 & 52

Altar Guild
Anne Moum
Deanna Tranby
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Sunday, October 10th
Following Worship
For Coffee & Cupcakes
In Appreciation
Pastor Carol & Pastor Glenn Thank you for continuing to share your special talents, your hearts & your time with First Lutheran
Church & beyond! Your acts of kindness and
generosity of spirit are deeply appreciated!

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
GENERAL ENDOWMENT FUND
GRANT APPLICATION ANNOUNCEMENT
The General Endowment Fund was established by the congregation of First Lutheran
Church to provide a perpetual source of income to support the ongoing ministry of the
Church, to support local, regional and world missions, and to support capital projects
including major renovations, capital repairs and building of new facilities.
The provisions of the General Endowment Fund allow up to 5% of the value of the fund
to be available for grants during a given year based on the 12/31/2020 value in the fund.
Endowment dollars are available during 2021 for grants that fulfill the purpose of the
fund. The Endowment Committee, which was established to manage and grow the fund,
has developed procedures for soliciting and processing grant requests.
The Committee is currently asking the congregation to submit grant applications that
conform with the purpose of the General Endowment Fund. If you wish to apply for a
grant, please submit a completed application to the church office by October
28th, 2021. An application is included in this newsletter and is also available in the
narthex or can be obtained from the church office. During the first week of November,
the Endowment Committee will review grant applications and forward their recommendations to the Church Council for review and action.
If you have a question concerning the application process, please contact the Church
Office or me at 701-871-1356.
Tim Olson
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FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
APPLICATION FOR GRANTS TO BE FUNDED FROM
THE GENERAL ENDOWMENT FUND
Instructions: Submit your application no later than October 28, 2021 for consideration
in the next round of funding decisions. Please use the general format suggested by this application form. You may adapt the form but please provide all the requested information. Some grant requests can be explained briefly, while others may take more elaboration;
use the length appropriate for your proposal. If you have questions concerning the application, please contact the Church Office or Tim Olson. Remember, you must submit the completed application to the Church office, no later than, 10/28/2021.
Contact person:
Phone:
E-mail:
Mailing Address:
1.

Amount of money requested from the General Endowment Fund:

2.

Explain the purpose of the grant. Please include the outcome(s) that the grant is
designed to achieve:

3.

If this grant will be matched by other groups, organizations and/or individuals, provide
the sources and amount of the matching funds:

4.

If the grant is intended to help fund a project:
a. Provide the names of persons who are committed to providing time, material
or other resources to the project:
b. Provide a line item project budget that is inclusive of all funding sources:
c. If you anticipate the project will need additional funding after the grant period,
what are your anticipated sources of these funds:
d. With what committee or work group of FLC is this project associated?

5.

A follow-up report will be required for all endowment grants awarded.
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Many of us have given up our landline phones
---please give your new number to Tammy in
the church office so we can complete the
update on our booklets.

WFL WORKGROUP CHAIRPERSONS NEEDED
We continue to have a need for workgroup chairpersons! The
process for serving has been simplified and a guidance sheet
provided! Please contact the church office if you would consider serving in our ministry to bring comfort and gathering for
people during their time of loss and grieving. God Bless you as
you consider this.

If you have moved, changed
emails or phone numbers,
please let the office know so we
can update our files. Thanks!

CONFIRMATION (Oct. Schedule)
♦ Wednesday, October 6th Class
6:00 p.m. - 10th Grade with Pastor Carol
♦ Wednesday, October 13th Classes
3:30 p.m. - 6th Grade
6:00 p.m. - 9th Grade (First Lutheran Only)
♦ Wednesday, October 20th Class
6:00 p.m. - 10th Grade with Pastor Carol
♦ Fri., Oct. 29th-Sat., Oct. 30th
FRIDAY NITE LIVE @ Metigoshe
Ministries overnight retreat instead
of class
**Please check the heja app, fb or email for updates! Please note October 6th class for
7th - 9th has been cancelled.

SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL
MEETING RESULTS
A special congregational meeting was
held September 12th following worship regarding hiring a youth director. The vote passed unanimously so
the legwork will begin on filling this
position. The details will be worked
between Council, HR and the Parish
Education Committee.
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Funerals
Gene Nehring
William Bill Stewart
Estelle Jelleberg
Verdine Jelleberg

Memorials
LaVonne Nelson
Fay Benson
Gene Nehring
Estelle Jelleberg
Verdine Jelleberg

weddings
Madison Burtch-Beck
&
Darin Hasenwinkel
09.18.2021

Ford William Drader

James Lee Moum

Baptized: September 26, 2021
Parents: Dylan and Kathryn Drader
Sponsor: Paxton Engelhard
Sponsor: Becky Olson

Baptized: August 22, 2021
Parents: Josh & Amanda Moum
Sponsors: Mike & Shay Statz
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tion
Mission Ac

The Mission Action Committee is gearing up for the Fall Shipment. The date for the fall shipment to
Minot is October 14-15 .
Thank you to Jan Henderson for applying for a Thrivent Action Team for school supplies. We should be
able to do 100 kits. Angie Bartholomay's DCB Leaderjacks are planning to add in about 25 more. We
have been getting the drawstring backpack bags online. Our plan is to once again ask the Middle School
Sunday School students to assemble the school kits.
We have had some very nice donations of baby clothes. A special thanks to Sharon Sierks who gave
several large bags that her grandchildren had outgrown. With other donations and a few rummage sale
purchases we should be in very good shape. Thanks to all who shopped and donated. Susan Dahle plans
to work on the baby kits soon. If you would like to help please give Susan a call.
Women of the FLC have also budgeted funds from the County Fair earnings. Those funds will be used to
buy towels and other items for the personal care kits.
Just a reminder that Lutheran Disaster Fund needs cash donations to help emergency situations in the
United States, and Lutheran World Relief needs cash for overseas causes. Addresses are available in the
church office or online.
Mission Action also plans to assemble bags for the Family Crisis Center to distribute to victims of domestic violence. These will include shampoo, conditioner, lotion, toothbrushes, toothpaste and other items.
Anyone who is interested in getting involved please contact me.
YES WE ARE STILL SENDING FABRIC KITS TO LWR!
Fabric needs to be cotton or cotton blend (no knits or 100%
polyester).
sizes: 2 1/4 yards of 58"-62" wide fabric or
3 yards of 42"-45" wide fabric
or
4 yards of 34"-37" wide fabric

Articles submitted by
LeaRae Espe
228-6457 or 228-2911

We also include a spool of thread with each piece. We do have
extra donated thread, but if you have neutral thread or matching thread, please include it.
We will be taking the boxes of kits to Minot where a truck is
parked at Midwest Motor Express, 1900 22nd Ave. SE. The
truck is available on October 14-15. We may need a volunteer to
haul the boxes.
Also, remember these projects are ongoing so if you find items
throughout the year please drop them in the red laundry basket
by the church office. Thanks to all who have contributed items.
We put everything to use or share it with the clothing center.

Please feel free to contact me
with any questions!

october 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

5

6

7

8

9

2pm-Visitation
5:30pm-Cub
Team
Scouts-Crtyard
7pm -Boy Scouts
Fellowship Hall
7pm-Girl Scouts
Courtyard

6pm-10th Gr.
Confirmation

10am-Coffee

11

12

13

14

15

16

5:15pmParish Ed
6pm-Property
6pm-Worship
7pm - Council

3:30 pm-6th Gr.
Confirmation
6pm-FLC 9th
Gr. Confirmation

10am-Coffee

19

20

21

22

23

10am-Coffee

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE

28

29

10am-Coffee

Noon-Senior
Companions

38:30am-Radio 4
1pm-Quilting
worship broadcast

9am-Worship/
Livestream
Coffee Fellowship
10am-Sun. School
10am-Cable worship broadcast

10 8:30am-

Radio worship
9am-WorshipCommunion/
Livestream/Liebl
Baptism/Coffee
Fellowship
10am-Sun. School
10am-Cable worship broadcast

17

9am-Deborah
Circle
1pm-Quilting
7pm -Boy
Scouts
Fellowship Hall
7pm-Girl Scouts
Courtyard

18

8:30am-Radio
1pm-Quilting
worship broadcast 5:30pm-Cub
9:30am9am-Worship/
Scouts-CYard
Hannah Circle
Livestream
7pm -Boy
Coffee Fellowship Scouts
10am-Sun. School Fellowship Hall
10am-Cable wor- 7pm-Girl Scouts
ship broadcast
Courtyard

2pm-Rebecca
Circle
6pm-10th Gr.
Confirmation

24

25

27

8:30am-Radio
worship broadcast
9am-WorshipCommunion/
Livestream
Coffee Fellowship
NO S. SCHOOL
10am-Cable worship broadcast

1pm-Quilting
5:30pm-Cub
Scouts-CYard
7pm -Boy
Scouts
Fellowship Hall
7pm-Girl Scouts
Courtyard

31
8:30am-Radio
worship broadcast

9am-Worship/
Livestream

Coffee Fellowship
10am-Sun. School
10am-Cable worship broadcast
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26

Confirmation
FRIDAY
NITE LIVE
overnightMetigoshe
Ministries

30
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FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
701 MAIN STREET
BOTTINEAU, ND 58318

PAID PERMIT #1

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

SHARE YOUR IDEAS, CONCERNS, QUESTIONS, ETC. WITH A COUNCIL MEMBER:
President: Mike Aasen
Vice President: Jenna Nelson
Secretary: Nancy Stute
Janell Monson
Joe Kjelshus
Laura Kersten
Katy Drader
Brian Knudson
Anthony (Swain) Benson
Janell Shannon
Sheila Bertsch
CALL COMMITTEE MEMBERS:
Mike Aasen, Jenna Nelson, Sheila Bertsch, Shawna Allard, Nate Olson and Rachel Stewart
WORSHIP SERVICE / LIVESTREAM: Sundays - 9:00 a.m.
SUNDAY WORSHIP BROADCASTS: 8:30 a.m. on 101.9FM
10:00a.m. on local cable Ch. 19 & 52
OFFICE PHONE: 701-228-2228
OFFICE EMAIL: flc@utma.com
FACEBOOK: www.facebook.com/FirstLutheranChurchBottineau
WEBSITE: www.bottineauflc.org
VICE-PASTOR: Carol Wendel
CHURCH OFFICE: Tammy Hahn
CHURCH TREASURER: Stephanie Oakland
CHURCH CUSTODIAN: Willie Hahn, Jr.
CHURCH ACCOMPANISTS: Nancy Olson, Shelly Berge, Sheila Bertsch

