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A MESSAGE FROM THE OFFICE OF THE BISHOP - 2023 SYNOD ASSEMBLY SUMMARY

Over 230 members of the Western North Dakota Synod gathered together in Bismarck June 2-4, 2023 for Synod
Assembly. The theme for the Assembly was “Welcomed | Included | Called | Equipped.” The WND Synod Why
Statement guided this theme — “to encourage and equip the ministries of the Western North Dakota Synod — ELCA, so
that the Good News of Jesus Christ is proclaimed, and all God’s children feel welcomed and included in the ministries
to which God calls us.”

PHILEMON 1:6

Pre-Assembly Events: Pre-assembly festivities began Friday morning as synod council prepared to welcome voting
members and guests from across the synod, as well as shift the leadership responsibilities of the assembly since our
Assembly Manager was not able to be present this year. We give thanks for the strong leadership of our synod staff
and synod council in the many ways they went above and beyond this year. And hold our Assembly Manager, Sherie
Heine in prayer as she continues down a path to healing. Pre-assembly workshop attendees had the opportunity to
attend 2 of 3 options Friday afternoon. Deacon John Weit, Executive for Worship of the ELCA, offered a workshop
on the new ELCA worship resource All Creation Sings; Dr. Michael Chan, Executive for Faith and Learning at
Concordia College, presented the workshop Witness to the Work: Recovering the Spiritual Practice of Testimony;
and Paul Marsh, WND Synod Stewardship Specialist from GSB Fundraising, offered a report on the synod’s visioning
process and invited a brainstorming session to help us continue this visioning work that has been underway for the
past two years. Friday ended with an evening reception celebrating outdoor ministry. Summer staff from Badlands
Ministries, Metigoshe Ministries, and Camp of the Cross Ministries — three of our synod’s four bible camps — joined
assembly participants sharing stories of faith and the gift of music. These gifted staff were blessed and sent to share
the love of Jesus with children and adults across our synod.

Synod Assembly Worship: Worship on Saturday morning began with a Land Acknowledgement honoring our
Indigenous siblings. The Rev. Robert Schmidt from Bethel and Bethlehem Lutheran Churches in New Town, ND
served as our Assembly Chaplain and offered the sermon during opening worship and prayer throughout the assembly.
Again this year, Sunday offered the entire synod an opportunity to worship together as Bishop Schweitzer shared a
message with the assembly that was also shared via video or read by lay ministers in local congregations gathering in
worship across the synod. This shared message offered an opportunity to celebrate our unity and connection even as
we are dispersed in communities across this prairie.

Rostered Minister anniversaries were recognized during closing worship. Additionally, all rostered and synod
authorized ministers received a blessing from Bishop Schweitzer and the assembly. All voting members also
participated in a blessing and sending for mission to go and share the good news of Jesus across the synod.

Bible Study: Dr. Michael Chan also served as our bible study leader throughout assembly. He offered four different
bible studies that lifted up the four words of our theme using texts from Acts 9, Isaiah 56, Exodus 3-4, Jeremiah 1,
Proverbs 2:1-15, and Proverbs 9:7-12. All four bible studies are available on the synod Vimeo page - https://
vimeo.com/wndsynod.

Synod Book Read: Bishop Craig Satterlee, bishop of the North West Lower Michigan Synod and author of the book
You are Witnesses to These Things: Sharing the Story of Jesus, introduced the assembly to his latest book and the
important role that sharing the story of Jesus has on living out our baptismal promises. Bishop Schweitzer is inviting
and encouraging every synod congregation to read this book in 2023. An online book read will be offered this fall.

Partner Ministries: Throughout the assembly, we heard of the ways we are being invited to share the story of Jesus
through our welcome, inclusion, calling, and equipping as a synod. Ministries featured this year included the work of
the churchwide expression of the ELCA, Mission Investment Fund, Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services of
North Dakota (LIRS-ND), Concordia College, Lutheran Campus Ministry at Minot State University, and many, many
more.




ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton shared a video message about living out our baptismal calling in an ever-
changing church and world. We’ve always been an immigrant church, and in most places of the church today that looks
different than it has ever looked before. Bishop Eaton concluded her video message by saying “We know that the gospel
changes lives. And as the world changes, we seek new ways to share the good news of Jesus with our neighbors. Together,
we got out into our communities to share the love of Jesus, so that all may come to know God’s grace in action. And
together, we are called to offer our gratitude. First to God, for the grace given to us through Christ Jesus, and to you, who
have faithfully served Christ’s church in so many ways. Together, we are called.”

Conference Caucuses: Caucuses are a time for voting members from geographic areas of the synod to meet one another
and engage in conversation and prayer about the hopes and challenges of ministry in their local communities. We give
thanks to our Conference Deans who led the caucuses and also provided leadership in several other capacities throughout
the assembly.

Assembly Workshops: A variety of workshops were offered Saturday afternoon for learning and equipping, covering a
variety of topics — an emerging lay preaching academy, stewardship best practices, utilizing volunteers, updates regarding
a social statement being developed regarding faith and civic engagement, a workshop on Native American spirituality and
Lutheran theology, updates regarding our work with Lutheran Immigration and Refuge Service of North Dakota, a
wonderful offering on building consensus when we don’t always agree, and a time of questions and conversation with
Bishop Schweitzer.

Summary of the Work of the Synod in Plenary Elected to Serve on WND Synod Council: Conference Representa-
tives: Heart River Conference - Rev. Kathi Nygaard, Beulah; Heart River Conference- Mr. Paul Kadrmas, Mandan; Turtle
Mountain Conference — Rev. Connie Monson, Rugby/Leeds; Western Prairie Conference — Rev. Chris Lenning, Plaza;
At-Large Position — Mr. Josh Cook, Kenmare; At-Large Youth — Mr. Pacey Kutzer, Bismarck. Western ND Synod
Ministry Financial Plan for 2024 Action: Passed The Assembly adopted the fiscal plan for the 2024 fiscal year as proposed
by synod council. 2024 Compensation Guidelines for Rostered Ministers Action: Passed The Assembly adopted the 2024
Compensation Guidelines for Rostered Ministers serving in the Western North Dakota Synod as proposed by synod
council. Resolution Concerning Amendments to the Synod Constitution Action: Passed The Assembly considered a
resolution to amend the synod constitution following the updates adopted at the 2022 ELCA Churchwide Assembly.

Resolution Concerning Amendments to the Synod Constitution Action: Passed The Assembly considered a resolution
to strike language in the synod constitution that referred to board membership with Lutheran Social Services of North
Dakota. Resolution Concerning Pulpit Supply Compensation Action: Passed The Assembly considered a resolution to offer
compensation and expense recommendations to congregations utilizing pulpit supply. A draft covenant was also offered in
the resolution should congregations choose to use such a document. Resolution Offering Anniversary Greetings to Our
Companion Synod of the Lutheran Church in the Central African Republic Action: Passed The Assembly considered a
resolution to offer greetings and congratulations to our global companion synod in the Central African Republic as they
celebrate 100 years of life in the Gospel. And that we recommit ourselves to future ministry together as companions with
them and the Lord in the common work to which our Lord calls us. We also received a video greeting from Bishop Joseph
Ngoe from ELC-CAR.

Assembly Offerings: Thank you for your generosity! Worship Offerings: $1,401.02 to support the Western ND Synod
Lutheran Youth Organization; $2,969.50 to support ELCA Missionaries Anne & Willie Langdji; Love Offering for
Outdoor Ministries: $3,095.00; Gifts to support our companion synod — The Evangelical Lutheran Church in the Central
African Republic: $1,710.92. Videos of many parts of the 2023 Synod Assembly are available at — https://vimeo.com/
showcase/10379724.

2024 Synod Assembly will be held May 31 — June 2, 2024 in Minot.

QUICK, EASY, AND SAFE OFFERING OPTION

Are you aware of electronic giving or online giving? If you are interested in secure, safe ways to
give to the church please contact the church office at 228-2228. OR you can be routed directly to
the mobile version of our online-giving page by scanning this image. Or log-on to our website,
www.bottineauflc.org and click on the DONATE button.




First Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes
April 11, 2023

Meeting called to order at 7:05pm

Members Present: Mike Aasen, Joe Kjelshus, Katy Drader, Swain Benson, Taylor Kippen,
Janell Shannon by phone

Others Present: Pastor Carol Wendel, Tammy Hahn, Deanna Abernathey
Members Absent: Jenna Nelson, Brian Knudson, Sheila Bertsch, Art Lund, Myron Langehaug, Andrea Bardell
Acceptance of Agenda: Motion made by Swain B., second by Joe K. Motion Carried

Treasurer’s Report: Deanna reported the monthly and year-to-date income and expenses. March Income was
$16,740.56 while expenses were $19,421.97. It was noted that some of the expenses were due to the purchase of
the new copier for the church office. Year-to-date income was $48,993.07 while expenses were $63,883.59. It was
noted that the yearly stats were as of the end of March, not as of the date of the meeting. Motion to approve made
by Joe K., second by Taylor K. Motion carried.

Secretary’s Report:
Special Congregational Meeting (April 3™): Motion made by Swain B., second by Joe K. Motion carried.
March Meeting Minutes: Motion made by Joe K., second by Swain B. Motion carried.

Devotions: Pastor Carol shared a devotion from Luke on waiting and expectation on Holy Saturday.

Committee Reports:
Endowment — deadline was April 10" — 6 submissions
Parish Ed — no rep present
Worship- — no meeting
Vinje — no requests; Scholarship Apps due April 14™; Vinje funds will cover Janell’s lay ministry classes
Property/Security —new locks have been placed on the office and outside doors; minor maintenance and
repairs have been completed
Mutual Ministry — no meeting

Evangelism — no report
Vision —no meeting/report (waiting on meeting with and guidance from a Synod rep.)

Old Business:
Call Process — nothing new
Church Directory — September 6-9, 11-16; Janell will chair
BACMA Update — looking for housing options; 2 families lined up and waiting
Technology —website needs updates however no password has been found for the current website—may
need to make a new one. Copier and computers are up and running. Panic button in the office currently
goes to Brian K.

No New Business

e al
Pastor Carol Time: nothing to add %/mf}(/(/ *
is the nation
Closing: Council prayed the Lord’s Prayer. Cideis

Next Meeting: May 9, 2023 G O D

*is the LORD.
Motion to Adjourn made by Katy D., second by Taylor K. Motion carried at 7:44 pm. L

~ Meeting Minutes submitted by Katy Drader, Council Secretary




* First Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes
May 9, 2023

Meeting called to order at 7:07 pm by President Mike Aasen

Members Present: Brian Knudson, Swain Benson, Andrea Bardell, Sheila Bertsch, Janell Shannon, Via Phone Mike
Aasen and Joe Kjelshus

Others Present: Pastor Carol Wendel, Off. Admin. Tammy Hahn

Members Absent: Jenna Nelson, Katy Drader, Art Lund, Myron Langehaug and Taylor Kippen

Acceptance of the Agenda: Metion to approve by Swain B. second by Andrea B. Motion carried

Treasurer’s Report: Motion to table report to next month by Sheila B. second by Brian K. Motion carried

Secretary’s Report: Motion to table report to next month by Swain B. second by Sheila B. Motion carried

Devotions: Pastor Carol read a writing by Barbara Erochina titled; Practicing Patience When God Has You Waiting.
Committee Reports:

Worship, Vision and Mutual Ministry did not meet

Endowment Grants: Grant requested submitted for approval as follows: $5,500.00 for 3 choir risers for FLC from
Nancy Olson, $500.00 for transportation for seniors by Sonja Mickelson, $1,682.00 for shelving and clothing totes for
the clothing center by Tami Neubauer, $2,000.00 requested-committee wants to grant $1,500.00 for Help for East Coast
Trip expenses for Girl Scouts submitted by Emily Mercer, $3,275.00 for cost to hold a talent show by FLC Evangelism
committee rep. Alison Schepp, $3,000.00 for help in sponsoring 2 Ukrainian families. Total grant requests $15,975.00.
Motion to approve $15,457.00 by Andrea B. second by Brian K. Motion carried. Total grant funds available for 2023
$45,436.00. Next grant applications will be taken in September with $29,979.00 available.

Parish Ed: Janell S. reported that tomorrow May 10th will be the confirmation banquet and Sunday May 14th will be
confirmation Sunday. Senior recognition will be on Sunday May 21st. VBS with Metigoshe Ministries will be June 26th
— 30th for kids entering 1st through 6th grade.

Vinje: Joe K. reported Senior College Scholarships in the amount of $500.00 each was granted for Emmett Kersten,
Rebecca Benson, Danica Medlang, Conner Radke, Joss Olson and Emma Rybchinski

Property/Security: Brian K. reported that Air Conditioners in all three offices have blown circuit boards. Parts are not
made anymore. Cost to replace all three is approximately $6,000.00. Brian K. will check to see if this is covered under
insurance. Motion to approve cost to replace all three air conditioners by Janell Shannon, second by Sheila B. Motion
carried.

Evangelism: Mike A. reported committee is working on the talent show to be held in the back parking lot on June 2nd.
They are working on flyers. Planning to have three divisions with 1st place payouts. 2 tents will be set up for over the
stage and over the electrical panel. Endowment grant $3,275.00 with donations also from Starion Financial, Thrivent,
and Schepps.

Old Business:

Call Process update/Bishop Craig visit/Housing option.: Bishop report there are 300 pastors looking for calls. Finding
pastors to come to rural ND is the challenge. Pastor Carol asked the council to look into housing options as without a
parsonage it may deter seminary graduates from coming. Brian K and Andrea B. will look into housing availability in
Bottineau and the surrounding area. Council to think about options to offer candidates. Janell S. asks council to think
about asking all the churches looking for a Pastor to host a tour of all the churches and towns looking for Pastors. Mike
A. will contact the synod to see if this or something similar could be offered to attract Pastors.

Church Directory: Janell Shannon reported that dates for photos set for June 13—16 and September 6-9, 11-16 Commit-
tee members are Janell Shannon, Andrea Bardell, Joan Mortensen and Sheila Bertsch. Pending response from three

continued next page E

others.




Continued - May 2023 Council Minutes
BACMA Update: Pastor Carol reported one two-bedroom furnished apartment has been secured for a family of
three. Expecting them to arrive in June. Family of 4 on hold as Father is from Russia and paperwork to come has
not been approved. First Lutheran will provide kitchen odds & ends. Diane Pritchard will get a list of needed
items.
Technology Update: Tammy H. will get a hold of Jason Robertson to set a date to complete computer setups.
Tammy is working with Marcia Robertson and has left messages with the company to get our website turned over
to the church.
Monthly Coffee Talks: After worship coffee hours for the month of June, Janell S. will reach out to Joan Mortensen
to talk about the fair stand. For the month of July Property committee will discuss big projects and answer ques-
tions. For the month of August Janell Shannon will ask Parish Ed to talk about Rally Sunday, Confirmation, etc.
New Business:
Offering for Synod Assembly: Motion by Andrea second by Sheila to give $250.00 to Missionaries, $250.00, to
C.A.R., and $250.00 to the Bible Camps.
Council Meeting Dates: Discussion was held on monthly date and time for Council meetings. All agreed to leave
meetings on the second Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m.
Pastor Carol Time: Asked council to think about offering stipends to youth from First Lutheran Church to
encourage more youth to be Camp Counselors at Camp Metigoshe. Motion by Brian K. Second by Sheila B. with
approval of the Vinje Committee to offer youth $750.00. Motion carried. Swain B. abstained.
Closing: Council prayed the Lord’s Prayer
Motion to adjourn: Motion by Swain B. second by Janell S. Motion carried

Submitted by Janell Shannon filling in for Katy Drader Next meeting: Tuesday, June 13, 2023 7:00 pm

AN OPPORTUNITY TO GROW IN YOUR FAITH
Lay Preaching Academy

PURPSOSE: Equip lay members of congregations to preach and lead worship with confidence.

COST: Free (required books cost around $30.00)

CLASSES: Once a week on Tuesday evenings from 7:00 - 8:30 pm over zoom beginning September 19th, 2023
COURSE MATERIALS: Handouts provided ahead of time; 2 books that participants will be required to purchase.
REQUIRED BOOKS: “A lay Preacher’s Guide: How to Craft a Faithful Sermon” by Karoline Lewis

& “Lutheran Trump Cards: Playing Our Best Hand in the 21st Century” by David Daubert. (available on Amazon)
LEADERS: Rev. Mark Narum, Rev. Desiree’ Uhrich, Rev. Cole Bentley, Rev. Lisa Newton, Rev. Sharon Baker,
and Rev. Zachariah Shipman.

You will learn:

1. What is a sermon

2. How do we read and understand scripture though a Lutheran lens?

3. What is the practical task of creating a sermon?

4. Why do we worship as we worship. i.e. what is the shape of worship and what does it all mean?

In addition, participants will be introduced to a practice called “Dwelling in the Word” and discover how this
practice may enrich both your personal spiritual life and help you begin the sermon writing process.

To register for the Fall 2023 Lay Preaching Academy visit: www.bit.ly/Lay Preaching Fall 2023

See the church office for a pamphlet with more information if you are interested!




Fun ... BOTTINEAU
COUNTY FAIR

Watch for Fair Stand Infjormation!!
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May God grant these little ones all
the blessings of God’s gentle love
and may Knox and Coy enjoy a
lifetime of health and happiness.

I COY PAUL NORBY

KNOX EMERSON LEE -
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Baptized: June 17, 2023 N _L apfized: June 18, 2023
Born: December 22, 2022 — Born: October 14, 2022
. ot T Parents: Matthew & Chelsey
Parents: Tyler & Jessica \_~ Sponsor: Eliiah Derr
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COFFEE TALKS will be offered monthly to highlight various

committees and ministries of First Lutheran to be held during
Coffee Fellowship one Sunday per month.

Scheduled for Coffee Talks: ———
JULY ~ Property
AUGUST ~ Parish Ed

CHURCH FAMILY ALBUM
Thank you everyone that got their photos done!
We are looking forward to getting everyone else
photographed in August & September for our Church
Photo Album (Directory).
TUES, AUGUST 29 & WED, AUGUST 30
(opportunity to add Monday, Aug. 28 if needed) “Pn ATE PS
WED, SEPT. 6 - SATURDAY, SEPT. 16
(No photos on Sunday the 10th)
Sign-up for August is in the narthex - Sept. sign-up will
be out shortly! Watch for more information in your bulletins, newsletters & fb.
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Sunday, July 16

Thank you to those who
volunteered to deliver Meals

FALS on Wheels. Your time is

M greatly appreciated!! .
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Service Group
Chairpersons
Lynne Boettcher

Volunteer Needed
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Altar Guild
Diane Pritchard
Sheila Bertsch

CLOTHING CENTER
SCHEDULE

Tuesdays & Thursdays
10am - 3pm

Please call the office
regarding donations.
Thank you.

FULL-TIME

POSITION

Contact the Church
Office for more
information or

to apply.




UPDATE ON UKRAINIAN FAMILIES COMING TO BOTTINEAU

We are working with three families. Family information is found at the end of this update.
We correspond with the families through Welcome.US and use Google Translate in order to understand each other! U.S.
Customs and Immigration has granted permission for all individuals who will enter the U.S.

English Skills: One family knows basic English; the other two families know no English. We are establishing a program to help
them learn and improve their English. We will focus on everyday conversation English and hope to work with the families as a
group and individually for 6-8 hours a week.

Timetable for Employment: The families are most eager to become self-supporting. The Uniting for Ukraine program has
expedited the process to get work visas. Each person will have their passport and when they go through U.S. Customs, they will
be given the I-94 form. As soon as they get a Social Security Number (no need to wait for the card itself), they can begin working.
Hopefully, the process will take no longer than 2-4 weeks.

Religion: Unknown. Two families speak of God and prayer. All are aware that six churches are sponsoring them.

Housing: We have rented two, two-bedroom apartments starting in July and one starting in August. We continue to pray for a
three bedroom house.

When Families Will Arrive: The tentative plan is that two families will come in August and the third family is very uncertain.

Efforts Getting Supplies: We are following Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services and Welcome.US suggested lists of
what needs to be provided for the Ukrainian families. We have had tremendous community response and the next weeks we will
be going through the supplies and furniture we have and then create a detailed list of what else is needed and circulate that
information.

OUR FAMILIES

Diana Romanovska (34) and Ihor Baltiansky (35) and Damir (born May 29, 2023).

They live in Odessa. Diana described Ihor’s skills as “master of electrics, plumbing, heating, built houses.” She has not
mentioned what she does. Neither one is employed because of the war. They are in the process of getting a passport for Damir.
When they receive the passport, we will be able to complete the I-134A for Damir and he will be allowed to travel with them. In
one letter, she indicated that they will have to wait three months after Damir’s birth which means it might be late August before
they come to Bottineau.

Olha (41) and Konstantin (42) Bondar, Artem (5) and Maksym (14). They live in Berdyansk, which is in southern
Ukraine east of Odessa. Olha wrote that they have a mixed marriage: “she is Ukrainian and he is Russian” although they have
both lived in the same providence all their lives. This is the family waiting for approval for Konstantin to come to Bottineau.
Konstantin was a sailor who worked as navigator for oil tankers. He is unemployed because of the war. “The husband knows
how to do everything like a handyman. He can repair cars, work with welding, cut wood and metal, process and paint surfaces,
and assemble furniture. He can work as a plumber, electrician, and construction worker with cement and concrete. He built our
house himself.” She teaches Ukrainian language and does landscaping. She also wrote,” My husband and I love to grow plants,
vegetables, fruit trees. We have our own garden. Olha wrote, “We both know how and love to work on the land, grow plants and
run a farm. I can also do a lot of manual work around the house, cleaning, painting, doing crafts, landscaping.” They have 6 pear
trees, 3 apple trees and 2 cherry trees. They know basic English but are concerned about speaking it. (That explains why she has
written so much more than the other families, we would guess.) Maksym has finished the 8th grade. He teaches English in his
school and enjoys swimming, cycling and “any other sports.”

We have not had contact with Ohla and Konstantin for a month. They live in Russian occupied Ukraine and the Russians shut off
all communication for a couple weeks earlier in our conversations. We are most concerned about their welfare. There is no
timeline for their arrival in Bottineau. (If this family cannot come, we would like to invite another family.)

Anna (35) and Viktor Dovhal (41) and Yevhenii (15). They live in Kremenchuk, which is north of Odessa and Berdynsk.
He is a trolley driver and she worked in a factory until it was destroyed by the Russians. They are coming in August. Viktor
recently became unemployed because of the war. He is taking driving lessons hoping he will be able to drive when he comes to
the U.S. Viktor has a medical issue (we could not understand the translation.) Yevhenni has finished the 9th grade. He enjoys
cycling, computer games and chess. They are bombed nightly and Viktor wrote that the Russians have planted bombs around a
near nuclear plant. He concluded a recent note writing, “...so we live for one day but try to make plans for the future.”

Task Force members: Warren Emmer, Gigi Artz, Don Boardman, Father Jared Kadlec, Pastor Carol Wendel, Alice Kotchman,
Pastor David Heintzleman and Pastor Beth Kelsey (chair).

Submitted by Pastor Beth Kelsey
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July 2023 NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION
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BOTTINEAU, ND 58318

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

SHARE YOUR IDEAS, CONCERNS, QUESTIONS, ETC. WITH A COUNCIL MEMBER:

President: Mike Aasen Vice President: Janell Shannon Secretary: Katy Drader
Andrea Bardell Joe Kjelshus Jenna Nelson

Sheila Bertsch Brian Knudson Anthony (Swain) Benson
Art Lund Myron Langehaug Taylor Kippen

CALL COMMITTEE MEMBERS:
Mike Aasen, Jenna Nelson, Sheila Bertsch, Shawna Allard, Nate Olson and Rachel Stewart

WORSHIP SERVICE / LIVESTREAM: Sundays - 9:00 a.m.
SUNDAY WORSHIP BROADCASTS: 8:30 a.m. on 101.9FM
10:00a.m. on local cable Ch. 19 & 52

OFFICE PHONE: 701-228-2228

OFFICE EMAIL: flc@utma.com

TREASURER EMALIL: flctreas@utma.com

FACEBOOK: www.facebook.com/FirstLutheranChurchBottineau
WEBSITE: www.bottineauflc.org

VICE-PASTOR: Carol Wendel

CHURCH OFFICE: Tammy Hahn

TREASURER: Deanna Abernathey

CHURCH CUSTODIAN: Willie Hahn, Jr.

CHURCH ACCOMPANISTS: Nancy Olson, Shelly Berge, Sheila Bertsch




